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Paralympics rehearsal 
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Disabled swimmer Camille Berube of gatineau, Que., trains for the Para Pan-Pacific Swimming Championships at the Kinsmen Sports Centre on Tuesday.
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L O N D O N

Sirens have been whining through 
the late nights and early mornings of 
London this week, shrill reminders 
there are fiery, violent riots taking 
place all over this city.

The looting and arson that grew 
out of a police protest Saturday, in 
a northeast neigh-
bourhood far from 
postcard-familiar 
central London, 
have spread across 
the Thames Riv-
er, erupting in a 
handful of neigh-
bourhoods.

The new vio-
lence is driving 
hours of live television coverage, 
with news helicopters capturing 
images of shops being broken into, 
youths running through the streets, 
and houses being burgled. This last 
risk hits closest to home for my 
friends across the city.

Through Facebook, e-mails and 
text messages, we offer each other 
support and, frankly, gasp when 
we learn one acquaintance found 
police officers in her kitchen before 
sunrise Tuesday, warning her of an 
attempted break-in.

Three nights of riots — and a possi-
bility of a fourth as shops shut down 
early Tuesday — have brought high-
profile British politicians, including 
Prime Minister David Cameron and 
London Mayor Boris Johnson, home 
early from their vacations, as Lon-
doners wonder when the arsons and 
break-ins will end.

My corner of the city — immedi-
ately south of the river, close by the 
tourist-friendly Borough Market — 
is peopled mostly by university stu-
dents and residents of government-
supported housing complexes. Most 
nights, I hear loud arguments on the 
street, the calls of people leaving bars 
or, at worst, karaoke performances 
at the local pub.
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Alberta Conservative leadership 
candidate Alison Redford wants the 
federal government to help stem Ed-
monton’s soaring murder numbers 
by restoring a multimillion-dollar 

fund that put more police officers 
on city streets.

The former justice minister made 
the public request Tuesday, one day 
before Police Chief Rod Knecht is to 
announce a strategy to deal with vio-
lent crime.

There have been 33 homicides so 
far this year.

Redford said she has repeatedly 
pushed the federal Conservatives 
to renew the Police Officers Recruit-
ment Fund, which injected more 
than $42 million into Alberta polic-
ing budgets since 2008.

The federal government has, so far, 
declined. 

“Some of the funding that is being 

put into prisons and that sort of thing 
is money that I would have liked to 
have had made available to provinces 
to allow us to work more proactively 
with police,” Redford said.

“There have been a number of dis-
cussions at the federal-provincial 
level about the fact that the (recruit-
ment) funding wasn’t going to con-

tinue, and that we would have liked 
it to continue. Otherwise it ends up 
getting downloaded to the province 
as a policing cost and it impacts our 
ability to fund more police officers 
on the ground.”

Free up federal fund for cops: Redford

Three-time Paralympian Benoit 
Huot keeps getting faster in the pool, 
but the rest of the swimming world is 
harder and harder to beat, which is 
why the inaugural Pan-Pacific para-
swimming championships this week-

end at the Kinsmen Sports Centre 
are so important.

Huot, 27, of the Montreal suburb 
of Longueuil, heads a contingent of 
35 Canadians who will be among 
190 athletes from 14 countries 
swimming in a meet seen as a dress 
rehearsal for the 2012 Paralympics 
in London.

“It’s going to be really, really com-
petitive,” said Huot. “The strongest 
guys in the world are here and I’m 
really looking forward to be able to 
compete with them.

“It was really important for us to 
have a major event a year before 

London. That’s the main goal, it’s a 
good step forward to London.”

In 2000 at the Paralympics in Syd-
ney, Australia, where Canada won 

the swim meet, Huot won three 
gold and three silver medals. At the 
2004 Paralympics in Athens, Huot 
set three world records as he won 
five gold medals and one silver for 
Canada, which slipped to fourth spot 
overall in the pool.

In Beijing in 2008, Huot won four 
bronze medals as Canada wound 
up 10th in the Paralympic swim 
meet.

“The medals are harder to get ... 
and I’m swimming faster,” said Huot, 
who was born with club feet.

Para-swim meet tune-up for 2012 Games
World’s top disabled swimmers competing in inaugural event in Edmonton 

Tory leadership contender wants more police to stem murder rate
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At edmontonjournal.com/
videos, Canada’s national 
para-swimming coach talks 

about the importance of the 
championships taking place at 

the Kinsmen Sports Centre, call-
ing it “the one-year rehearsal for 

the London games.”
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